690                    THE  STRUGGLE   WITH  FRANCE

her first broadside dismounted twenty guns and killed or
wounded some four hundred men of the enemy. The
fighting was carried on with fierce deteimination by both
sides; but the British gunnery proved its superiority, and
eventually, out of thirty-three ships of the enemy, the
British captured nineteen. In the course of the battle
Death of however, Nelson was wounded in the spine by a musket
ball and died in the hour of victory.1 " It does not become
me to make comparisons," Lord St. Vincent had \\ritten
previously, " there is but one Nelson," And later^ehelratlons
have endorsed this verdict (Note 114).

2. THE ATTACK ON BRITAIN'S TRADE: THE
CONTINENTAL SYSTEM
Trafalgar destroyed the naval power of France, but the
mere fact that die war was to last for another ten years
shows how overwhelmingly great was Napoleon's power on
land.   Indeed he was on the verge of some of his greatest
victories.   Just six weeks after Trafalgar, he won the great
r- victory of Austerlitz (2nd December, 1805) which crushed
Austria, forced her to make peace, and ended the Third
Coalition,   The news came to Pitt just when his health had
finally broken down.    His words " Roll up the map of
Death of Europe, it will not be wanted these ten years," were extra-
(1806) ordinarily prophetic.     The  shock really killed him, his
friends said he had " an Austerlitz look ", and in six weeks
he was dead.
The British Government now had to face a terrible
jena situation.   Napoleon went from triumph to triumph.   He
(1806)- overwhelmed the Prussians at Jena in 1806, he defeated
the Russians at Friedland in 1807, and the Czar Alexander
>eaty of decided to come to terms.   He met Napoleon at Tilsit, and
(18071, there the two made an alliance, dismembering Prussia and
1 Just before his death Nelson was told that 14 or 15 of the enemy ships had
surrendered. " That is well/' he answered, " but I bargained for 20."